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forward this idea. They are remarkable testaments to a faith still far from realized, In
the Pampaedia Comenius put it this way:
Pampaedia is universal education for the whole of the human race; for
among the Greeks ncubeia means both teaching itself and the discipline by which
men acquire education, while nav means universal. Therefore our goal is to be-
learning navres, iravTa, navrus (for all men, about all things, in all ways).
... so that at last the whole of the human race may become educated, men of all
ages, all conditions, both sexes and all nations.27
This is an extraordinary vision, well before the Enlightenment, of the possibility
of improving the welfare of all the nations of the earth on a level of equality. Indeed
Comenius stated succinctly the aspirations of mankind which have in the twentieth
century been called the revolution of rising aspirations. Indeed these tenets come close
to the demands for national development and for modernization that have marked the
independence movements of the 1960s and 1970s. Comenius anticipated them by 300
years:
Finally then, if we consider the innate desires of man altogether, education
for humanity falls into twelve parts; for everyone born man, by reason of the
most intimate impulses of his nature, longs:
(i) To be, i.e., to live;
(ii) To live unshakeably, i.e., to be worth;
(iii) To live observantly, i.e., to know what he has around him;
(iv) To live by light, i.e., to understand what he knows;
(v) To live in freedom, i.e., to desire and choose what he knows to be
good, not to wish but to refuse what is bad, and to act in all things according to
his own judgment, if possible;
(vi) To live actively, i.e., to perform that which he understands and
chooses, so as not to understand and choose in vain;
(vii) To have or to possess much;
(viii) To enjoy all he has in security;
(ix) To be eminent and held in honour;
(x) To be as eloquent as possible in order to convey his knowledge and his
will to others promptly and clearly;
(xi) To enjoy the favour and grace of men, so that they do not envy him,
but wish him as quiet, happy and untroubled life as possible;
(xii) Finally to enjoy the favour of God, for joy of heart and for the
assurance of his happiness in God.28
To enable the peoples of the world to develop themselves in dignity and in
freedom, Comenius proposed a system of universal schools, universal books, and
universal teachers.29 He argued that since all men of whatever station in life can
27 Comenius on Education, op. cit., pp. 116-117.
28 Ibid., p. 143.
29 Ibid., pp. 183-199.